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OPENING IN CITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY

A RIALTO PICTURES RELEASE
Jean-Pierre Melville’s Léon Morin, Priest (1961), starring Jean-Paul Belmondo as an enigmatic cleric in Occupied France, will be shown in a new 35mm print. 
“Religion is the opiate of the people,” begins the confession of jaded Communist widow Barny (Emmanuelle Riva, star of Alain Resnais’ Hiroshima, mon amour); relocated to a drab little village during the Occupation, her boredom has led to provoking the local clergy. But when her confessor dryly replies “Pas exactement,” Barny begins a seemingly inexorable turn towards God — or perhaps towards her handsome confessor, Père Léon Morin, portrayed by New Wave icon Jean-Paul Belmondo. 
Melville created a kind of fresco of the Occupation — play-it-safe baptisms of Communist and Jewish children; awakenings in the night by the sounds of shooting; parades of Alpine-hatted Italian Bersaglieri and marching band Nazis; arguments with pro-Petain and anti-Semitic co-workers; a Jewish colleague getting a shave, name change, and a ticket out; platonic same-sex crushes in a man-less world — but its center is Riva’s confusing, fascinating, tantalizing encounter with God and his servant Belmondo (successfully intellectual, sincere, and ultimately enigmatic in an unmistakably change-of-pace role), their mutual underplaying making even theological discussions subtly throb with emotional undertones.
“EXTRAORDINARY…A STRANGE, OFTEN THRILLING, ALWAYS SURPRISING FILM. Belmondo brings a shock of the carnal to every encounter. 
The world of Léon Morin is one of profound disarray.”

– Manohla Dargis, The New York Times
“DON’T MISS! Further establishes Melville as the last to be discovered and appreciated giant of the French New Wave of the 50s and 60s.”

– Andrew Sarris, The New York Observer
“EXTRAORDINARY! MELVILLE’S FINEST!“
– Armond White, New York Press
1961       France       115 minutes       In French with English subtitles       B&W     1.66:1
A Rialto Pictures Release

http://www.rialtopictures.com/leon.html
