The legendary film by Max Ophüls
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Definitive Restoration from Cinemathéque Française

Released Nationally by Rialto Pictures 


Official Selection of 2008 New York, 

Telluride & Cannes Film Festivals

Max Ophüls’ legendary LOLA MONTÈS (1955) is being released nationally by Rialto Pictures in a new 35mm restoration by the Cinématheque Française.
The ravishing new restoration was showcased to huge acclaim at the 2008 Cannes Film Festival and was also shown at the Telluride and New York Film Festivals.  It is the only film ever to have been selected for the New York Film Festival three times:  for the very first NYFF in 1963, again in 1969 (in an earlier, not so successful, restoration), and finally in 2008.   It was following the 1963 festival screenings that critic Andrew Sarris famously wrote, “In my unhumble opinion, Lola Montès is the greatest film of all time, and I am willing to stake my critical reputation on this one proposition above all others.”  In 1969, Sarris wrote, “Lola Montès is clearly the film of the year, or any year.” 

The original CinemaScope ratio of 2.55:1 has also been restored (later prints were made in the narrower ratio of 2.35:1, cropping off image on the left and right of the screen), along with five minutes of long-unseen footage. 
Please contact Eric Di Bernardo (212) 472-1911 for additional release information.

“THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CINEMASCOPE MOVIE EVER MADE!

Ophüls uses color with a dazzling, kaleidoscopic imagination!”

–  Phillip Lopate
“Ophüls slides through a series of flashbacks with as much ease, and psychological completeness, as Welles exhibited in Citizen Kane.”

– Roger Ebert

"OPHÜLS' MASTERPIECE… majestic and complex... Nearly as reviving and moving as the response of Mozart to da Ponte's Cosi Fan Tutte."

– Penelope Gilliatt, The New Yorker 

1955      France       115 minutes       In French with English subtitles       Color       2.55:1
A Rialto Pictures Release

http://www.rialtopictures.com/lola.html
