
“Elevator to the Gallows”
Louis Malle’s Film Noir Masterpiece

starring Jeanne Moreau  
& featuring legendary Miles Davis score

ELEVATOR TO THE GALLOWS, director Louis Malle’s 1957 masterpiece of 
suspense and film noir starring Jeanne Moreau, in the role that catapulted her to 
international stardom, will play in a new 35mm print.  Long unseen, ELEVATOR is 
being reissued by Rialto Pictures in a new 35mm restoration supervised by the Malle 
family. Long unseen in theaters and unavailable on video or DVD, Rialto’s re-release 
also features new subtitles by Lenny Borger.

Scheming lovers Julien (Maurice Ronet) and Florence (Jeanne Moreau) engineer the 
“perfect murder” of her husband. But when Julien attempts to tie up one more loose end 
(literally… a rope dangling from the dead man’s office window), he becomes trapped 
between floors in the title conveyance, with precious minutes ticking away before the 
police discover the victim’s body. Complicating things are a teenage juvenile 
delinquent and his thrill-seeking girlfriend — stealing Julien’s super-cool convertible 
(and the pistol in the glove compartment), they go on a joy ride that ends in murders #2 
and 3, with the incapacitated Julien unwittingly becoming the prime suspect.

Shot by Henri Decaë, who also lensed the first films of François Truffaut and Claude 
Chabrol, ELEVATOR TO THE GALLOWS was a stunning debut for 24-year-old 
director Malle, winning him the Prix Delluc, France’s most prestigious film award.  
Ushering in the French New Wave, it also made an international super-star of cool 
beauty Moreau, here giving perhaps the most iconic performance of her career. And as 
seminal as the film itself is its legendary Miles Davis music (largely improvised by 
Miles and combo) —still the most famous of all jazz film scores.

A Rialto Pictures release.  Unrated.  In French with English subtitles.  88 minutes.


